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The Messenger
by Rev. Debbie Gara

      Charlotte Dyson moved to Pasadena from
Sherman Oaks two years ago, and transfers her
membership from Sherman Oaks UMC. Before
retirement, Charlotte was founder and president of
Cast & Crew Payroll, and then had a dog grooming
and boarding business in Burbank.

Charlotte now fills her time with her 7
grandchildren. Charlotte is the mother of member
Eric Dyson. She also volunteers at the cafeteria at
Grace Christian School and was formerly President
of United Methodist Women in Santa Monica.

      Mike and Rebecca Perry moved to Pasadena this
past summer from Columbia, South Carolina. Mike
transfers from Grace UMC in Mesa, Arizona; Rebecca
from First Presbyterian Church in Savannah, Georgia.
Mike is an assistant professor of military science with
the ROTC program at Claremont McKenna College
and Rebecca is a pediatrician on the staff at Children’s
Hospital of Los Angeles. Mike and Rebecca have a 9
month-old labrador retriever named C.S. Lewis.

      If you are interested in membership or in learning more about membership at FUMC
Pasadena, please contact one of the pastors or the Church Office. An opportunity to join is
offered each month, and Membership Inquirer’s classes are held several times during the year.
Childcare is available as needed.

Welcome New Members
We joyfully welcome these persons into the life and fellowship of FUMC.
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A small and motivated team has formed, and
we have begun the imagination process for the
next FUMC Women’s Retreat.  Inspired by a
theme of exploring friendships throughout our
lives, we will focus on “Building Bridges between
Generations of Women.” This retreat is for
young women grade 9 through 99.  We have
also chosen a date well in advance, October 16-
18, 2009.

There is much that is yet to be determined,
and much that we want all who are interested
to decide and create to make this a retreat for
all.  We need to decide together: where the
retreat will be held (Sky Meadows or a retreat
center) as well as the activities, focus and many
dynamics beyond the program times.

SO, please join us in a...
Women’s Retreat Imagination Day
Thursday, January 15, 2009
Church Lounge from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.
A light dinner will be served.
Please contact Debbie Gara at

dgara@fumcpasadena.org or Allison Mark at
amark@fumcpasadena.org to let us know you
can come so that we can prepare accordingly.

Opportunities to Serve
The church is seeking to form a

Reception Committee in order that we might
be able to offer gracious hospitality in a
variety of settings.  If this area of ministry
interests you, please contact Diane in the
Church Office.

Children’s Ministry is seeking a
seamstress who would be willing to fashion
curtains for several of our classroom
windows. This would be a wonderful gift as
we spruce andbrighten the rooms!  Please
contact Rev.Gara if you might be
interested inserving in this way.

SAVE THE DATE LADIES!
We need your imagination!

Operation Christmas Child
The Missions, Peace and Justice

Committee would like to thank all who
participated with donations of shoe boxes
for Samaritan’s Purse.  FUMC contributed
47 shoe boxes out of the estimated 8 million
contributed throughout the country.  In early
December, about 100,000 were distributed
in the country of Georgia to children
displaced by the recent conflict in that
country.

When the boxes were dropped off at our
collection point on November 23rd, it was
estimated that this point alone would collect
over 4,500 boxes.  The person in charge told
a story of a young girl recently adopted by
persons in this country who brought a box
to the collection trailer.

The young girl handed over her box and
said that she had to make a box because “she
had received a box while in her country and
it was the only thing she had ever received at
Christmas so she had to bring a box for
another child.”

It does make a difference!  Thanks again!

Children’s Camp 2009
at Sky Meadows

    ...for 1st through 6th grade.

February 14-15, 2009
(Saturday a.m. - Sunday afternoon)
Leadership: Rev. Debbie Gara and

Children’s Ministry Counselors
Watch for details; registration will begin

in January, 2009!
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There’s nothing like the work of the hands
to prepare the spirit.  We offer a big “thank
you” to everyone who made this year’s Advent
Workshop such a wonderful event!  You
helped by answering our call to coordinate
crafts; help at tables; bring cookies, wreath
greens or fabric; by providing music; by
greeting people as they arrived as well as
offering to fill in on the day of Workshop in
all of the needed ways.   The joy and fellowship
that each of you created for our church was a
gift of the very best kind.

                                     Leslie and Anne

Advent Workshop Thank You

Book Club with
Dr. Trotter

“Turn a New Page”
with Dr. Trotter on

Sunday, January
18th, at 11:30 a.m.
in the Fellowship
Hall.  Following a

light lunch, a
discussion will be
held on the book,
For Whom the Bell

Tolls by Ernest
Hemingway.

For the past five years, members of this
congregation have helped to brighten the
holidays for children served by Pasadena’s
Department of Children and Family Services
(DCFS) through the Adopt a Child Abuse
Caseworker (ACAC) program.  This year
brought even more blessings from FUMC
Pasadena to the ACAC children.  I want to
thank each of you for your overwhelming
response of kindness and generosity especially
in this time of economic uncertainty for many.

Thank you to all of you who participated
by picking up a child’s Christmas wish card
and/or stocking at the gift tree and then
providing gifts and filled stockings for each
of the twenty-four children on Deidre’s (our
“adopted” caseworker) client list.   Thank you
also to Anne Johnston for once again making
the stockings and to Pam Marx for making
sure that each stocking was filled.

Thank you to the family in our church
who “adopted” a struggling mother and three
children on Deidre’s client list providing them
with toys, clothing, food, joy and hope for
the holidays.  Thank you also to the individual
organizations within the church who chose
the ACAC children as their mission projects
providing gifts including gift cards.

It is hard to believe that for some of the
children the gifts you gave are the only ones
they received.  Your kindness truly makes a
difference in the lives of children who are
served by the ACAC program.  Deidre wants
you to know how much she and the children
appreciate you remembering them.  They
know that members of FUMC Pasadena care.

Thank you for reaching out to our ACAC
children and touching their lives with your
kindness and many blessings.

                          Blessings and peace,
                                    Pam Burns

Christmas Blessings from
FUMC to our ACAC Children

Thank you for my beautiful prayer quilt
and your love, prayers, encouragement, cards
and phone calls.

While driving home from church the
Sunday I received my quilt, it occurred to me
that a prayer quilt can work both ways so I
tied several knots of love and prayer of my
own.  The first was a prayer of thanksgiving
to God for all of His blessings.  The second
was also a prayer of thanksgiving for all of
you, my church family.  The third prayer was
for Frank who had just lost his mother, uncle
and “second mother” in the space of two or
three weeks.  I just tied a fourth knot for Dave
and Marilynne Kennedy.

Every prayer quilt has a life of its own and
mine has done some traveling.  The first trip
was to a friend’s home where twelve ladies
from the “Y” each tied a knot of prayer.  The
second trip was to PF Chang where twelve
more friends from Queen of Angels Medical
Center tied knots of prayer.  The third trip
was to Good Samaritan Hospital where the
melanoma was surgically removed.  The
biopsy, body scan and brain scan were all
negative for metastasis so I am now cancer
free.  My quilt now rests on my bed.

The Prayer Quilt Ministry is a very vital
part of our congregational life.  Thank you!

                                           Jan Wentz

Prayer Quilt Thank You
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The annual
Epiphany Party will
be held on Saturday,

January 10th, at
6:00 p.m. at the

home of Steph and
Ann Burke, 1018 N.

Madison Avenue,
Pasadena.  RSVP to
the Burkes at (626)
794-7070.  Please

bring a dish to share
and the infamous

grab bag item---that
special something

you’ve been waiting
to get rid of all year!

Pathfinders

Adult Ministry is pleased to share our
plans to offer a support group for grieving
adults (age 25+) early in 2009. This group will
focus on emotional support and supportive
relationships among members who have
recently experienced the death of a loved one.
The primary focus would be sharing and
processing of grief and loss experiences and
receiving support from fellow group members.
Experiential exercises may be included.
Participants will explore 1) What has been lost?
2) What is still left? 3) What is the legacy?

This is an 8-week series of 90 minute
sessions, and persons are asked to commit to
each session in order to ensure the success of
the group experience. Participants will be
asked to pay a fee to offset the cost of this
professional opportunity, but partial or full
scholarships will be offered so that all who
would benefit will be able to participate.

Our committee has chosen Teresa Hooker,
M.A. to lead. Teresa is an advanced doctoral
student in clinical psychology at Azusa Pacific
University. She currently serves as a
Psychological Assistant to a Licensed Clinical
Psychologist conducting individual and
couples therapy in Pasadena. She also enjoyed
helping her husband lead the Youth Ministries
at East Whittier UMC where he serves part-
time as Youth Director. The integration of the
Christian faith and psychological wellness is
one of her interests.

We see the potential for further support
sessions beyond this focused beginning.

We are currently seeking to determine the
best day of the week and hour in the day that
would be most successful for those who would
like to participate. The possibilities are
Monday evening, and Monday or Wednesday
during the day. If you or someone you know
would be interested and/or in need of this
opportunity, please share this information and
contact Rev. Debbie Gara.

A Support Group Opportunity
   ...coming together in a time of loss.The Arts Committee notes that thanks go

to a team of dedicated workers led by Susan
Rogers. They replaced many bulbs in the
sanctuary and refocused lights. The work team
included Susan and Doug Rogers, Marcel Perez,
Gerry Poulin, Thom Sharp and Howard
Underwood.

Sanctuary Lighting Update

Aldersgate
Fellowship

...meets Friday,
January 9, 2009, at
12:30 p.m. in the

Church Lounge for
a potluck luncheon

and program.

Questers Meet on January 18th
Questers will meet Sunday, January 18,

2009, at 6:30 p.m. in the Church Lounge for
its potluck dinner and program.

A special program will be presented by Dan
and Cynthia Dickerson, a husband and wife
team involved with Guide Dogs of the Desert.
The Dickersons are members of First United
Methodist Church and you have probably been
introduced to many of their wonderful puppies
who mature into remarkable guide dogs.  They
will share a fascinating story about the nurturing
and training of the dogs for GDD and how it
has enriched their lives and that of their four
children.

Plan now to attend.  For potluck dish
assignment, please call Donna and Dick
Overton at (626) 793-2646.

From the Kennedys
Dave and his family are very grateful for all

of your support and prayers which you have
shared during this difficult time. The prayer
quilt is a special blessing. Many have asked how
they can help. In addition to prayers, friends
are encouraged to share special memories for a
retirement book of celebration for Dave. You
may leave them with Diane in the Church
Office.

Pastor’s Note:  Dave Kennedy has been
diagnosed with Glioblastoma Multiforme Stage
4 cancer on the left side of his brain. He will
begin the standard treatment shortly which will
include both chemotherapy and radiation.

                                         Dr. Trotter
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January

SHAVING
CREAM AND

RAZORS

Sunday School

Big Red
Barrel
Donations

for

“Generosity in Challenging Times”
Thursday evenings, January 22 to February 12, 2009
7:00 to 8:30 p.m. in the Church Lounge
Leader: Rev. Dr. Frank Trotter

What does it mean to open our hearts to God with generous spirits at such a time as this?
God’s call to generous giving means that each and every one of us, as God’s creation, has
unique gifts to share with others. Come and explore with Dr. Trotter and others.

A WEEKDAY class opportunity…
“Invitation to the New Testament”
Wednesdays, January 21 to March 11, 2009
11:00 a.m. to12:30 p.m. in the Church Lounge
Leading team: Rev. Dr. Frank Trotter, Rev. Debbie Gara, Rev. Allison Mark, Dan Gara

Invitation to the New Testament is a short-term study in the Disciple Bible Studies. This
eight week video-based study incorporates the same focus on in-depth study of the biblical
text, weekly preparation and accountability in a small group setting. The study examines how
the New Testament writers and the early Christian community wrestled with the implications
of the story of Jesus for their lives and their communities. Participants are invited to study
afresh this story of Jesus to learn more about what it means to be the community of Jesus’
followers.

Note this new time frame! We are seeking to expand the accessibility of class opportunities
for those not able to attend in the evening and for some who have open or flexible day-time
schedules.

Coming Together in Faith
Adult Education classes and opportunities:

Approaching every New Year’s Day in
Pasadena, various media sources inform us of
past/present traditions and history of our city,
and its one-of-a-kind Tournament of Roses
Parade. News articles acquaint us with the new
Rose Queen and Rose Princesses, and
remember the Rose Court’s prior royalty.
Visitors to our city see flower-adorned parade
floats, go to the football game and visit local
sites of interest.

After our city has picked up litter left on
Colorado Street by thousands of people,
removed street banners and parade
grandstands, and dismantled the flower floats,
what is left of these grand moments of
Pasadena’s New Year’s Day? Quite often they

have been recorded in special editions of
Pasadena memorabilia, collected by people like
Peter Beam whom we lost about a year ago.
In our library, we now have some of the prized
books he collected:

· Tournament of Roses by Rick Hamilton
· Trolley Days in Pasadena by Charles Seims
· Mount Lowe: The Railway in the Clouds
  by Charles Seims
· The San Gabriel: Southern California
  Mountain Country by J.W. Robinson
· The San Bernardinos by John W.
  Robinson
· Henry Huntington & the Pacific Electric
  by Spencer Crump-Tab

                                    Happy New Year!

by Ruth MacPhersonLibrary News
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Questers will meet
following the

church service on
Sunday, February
15th, for a tour of
the San Antonio

Winery and lunch.
Lunch will be of
your choice from

the menu. Questers
welcome everyone

interested in joining
them. We are a

group 60+ year olds
(59 ½ is okay),

single and married,
with a variety of

interests and
professions. Our

meeting date is the
third Sunday of
each month at
6:30pm for a

potluck dinner and
program with

special events on
occasion. You may
contact Donna and
Dick Overton for

further information
at (626) 793-2646.

Questers

I was born at the height of the Depression in 1932.  My parents were active at Wilshire
Methodist Church.  Mother said I gave Dr. Wiltsie Martin a big kiss at my infant baptism.  My
parents belonged to the Young Couples class.  Most folks who came to California left their
family in another state.  We called them “aunt” and “uncle.”  When we were on retreat at Dr.
Martin’s cabin in Idyllwild, a photo was taken of this toddler enjoying a discarded cigar.  I
loved to watch my mother getting ready for dances, costume parties and bridge games at
church.  Often their activities included their children.  It was funny watching my Dad in the
three-legged race or running with a potato on a spoon.  What my mother referred to as “cheap
food,” we kids thought of as “yummy.”  We celebrated Christmas in the big wood-paneled
hall.  As we entered, the mystery began.  The lights were low and the tall Christmas tree glowed
with colored lights and shiny decorations.  We sat in little chairs in front of the tree and our
parents sat behind us.  We were given bells to ring as we all sang carols together.  We sang to
baby Jesus as he lay in the manger.  We were a family of three, but at church, I felt like part of
a large family.  At Sunday School, we learned important stories about Jesus, and to pray and
share our money.  I like to look at the big pictures of Jesus with children all around him, when
he was a boy talking with the grownups, standing behind a closed door with a handle only on
the outside, and praying to God as a bright light shown upward.

A few years later we moved to Eagle Rock.  After World War II began, we could no longer
drive to our church.  Gas rationing let you have four gallons of gas a week for an “A” card.
Later we returned for a worship service.  As we were leaving, a girl about my age invited me to
the evening youth group.  I wished that I could have gone, but we lived too far away.

Now, whenever I witness a child being baptized, or new members joining our church and
we respond, I pray that they will feel cherished by God and his family as I do.

When the Depression Wasn’t Depressing

Light from the Catacombs
by Pat Mann, FUMC Archivist

1934: Idyllwild Retreat 1937: Sunday School class Halloween party1933: Pat & parents

New members received in December 1993.Infant baptisms past...                  ...and present.
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Camp Sky
Meadows

As some of you know, on September 4,
2008, I started a charter school through my
existing nonprofit in Pasadena. The mission
of the Learning Works! Charter School (LW)
is to provide a personalized, rigorous
academic program and relevant life skills to
underserved youth in grades 9-12 who have
withdrawn or are in danger of withdrawing
from mainstream education without
attaining a high school diploma. The students
we serve would inaccurately be called “at-risk”
students. They are actually “in crisis” students
who have already demonstrated a behavior
or condition that exceeds “at-risk” such as
becoming pregnant or entering the juvenile
delinquency system or dropping out of
school.

Our school has currently enrolled 203
students. Most of our students are in the 11th

or 12th grade (74%) with some even in grade
13 (12%) because they returned to school
after not graduating. Our students are
primarily Hispanic (68%) and African
American (27%). Almost all are on the free
lunch program (94%—poverty indicator)
with 22% on probation and 48% of the girls
are pregnant or have a baby.

We believe all youth in our community
need a high school diploma. It is a VERY
needy group of students with all kinds of
challenges to success. I am very proud of the
principles we are committed to and attempt
to apply to ourselves and our students every
day.

These principles include:
->Provide a fresh start and a safe haven.
->Forgive and love unconditionally.
->Understand the reality of the present,
    but believe in future potential.
->Know that all persons desire to give
    back and be heard.
->Believe and teach that honesty is the
    best policy.
->Find joy and passion—laughter helps
    us survive the suffering.
->Practice irrational commitment—do
    not give up on people.
It is an amazing spiritual journey with

these students. I am so grateful to my church
family for all the positive encouragement I
get from this congregation. I could not do
what I do without the Disciple Bible Study
groups I have been a part of, the constant
cheerleading and email pep talks from Wanda
Gae Stefansson, and the tearful intense talks
with Rev. Frank Trotter. I want to thank the
FUMC Women’s Group for a donation of
$420 and the Questers for a donation of
$718. This money goes directly to support
these students and I deeply thank you!

Stay tuned for more information about
the charter school. I intend on keeping our
church updated and engaged in this work.
Please come visit the school any time at 88
N. Daisy Avenue in Pasadena. My email is
mikala@publicworksinc.org or my cell phone
is (626) 688-7961.

Are you moving?
Cleaning your

garage?  Downsizing
your workshop or

garage clutter?
Donate any good
useable building

materials to Camp
Sky Meadows.

Examples of useable
items include

plywood, 2’x4’and
2’x6’; handtools and
electrical tools; nails
and screws; electrical
supplies such as wire,
connectors, duplex

receptacles; plumbing
supplies; paint
supplies such as

brushes and rollers.
We will come to you

to pick up your
donations.  Please

contact Gerry Poulin
either by cell at (323)
387-0342 or email at
gerrypoulin@sbcglobal.net

Learning Works! Charter School

Centering Prayer at Huntington Hospital

  In the fall of 2005, the Spiritual Care
Service Department at Huntington Hospital
began providing Centering Prayer sessions for
the hospital staff.

As you can imagine, hospital work is
inherently stressful with every shift having
its own hectic hours and critical moments.
In this demanding context, Centering Prayer
provides opportunity for silence and renewal.

It is a unifying experience of shared human
need, health and spirituality.  The hospital is
seeking dedicated persons whether or not
they have experience in Centering Prayer.
These volunteers would help in the spiritual
care for staff by volunteering an hour or two
one day each week.

If you are interested in this oppportunity,
contact Chaplain Mike Harreld at (626) 397-
5965 to schedule an interview.

by Mikala Rahn
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Please remember persons on our prayer
list in your regular prayers...
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Weekly & Ongoing
FUMC Events
SUNDAYS

9:00am Sunday School
for all ages

10:00am Sunday Morning
Worship

11:30am Youth Handbell
Choir

5:30pm Youth Choir
Choir Room

6:45pm UMYF Dinner &
Program
Fellowship Hall

TUESDAYS
10:00am Social Services

Great Hall
7:00pm Boy Scout Tr. 27

Scout Room
7:30pm Adult Handbell

Rehearsal
Bell Room

7:30pm AA Meeting
Adult Lounge

WEDNESDAYS
10:00am FoundationOffice

open ‘til 6:00pm

7:00pm Young People’s
AA Meeting
Adult Lounge

7:30pm Adult Choir
Rehearsal
Choir Room
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FUMC Prayer List

We lift up to God these prayers
for healing...

Susan Nelson

Janet Oderkirk
David Pierce
Lee Rahn

Hazel Rice
Norm Schmidt
Madeline Schneider

Kathy Summers
Doug Watt
Jan Wentz

Adam Westfield
Elizabeth Wittry
Rev. Michael Yoshii
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Wayne Brubaker

Rev. Catie Coots
Patrice Daniels
Gary Dunlap

Loretta Hajinga
Soledad Joco
John Kearney

Dave Kennedy
Phil Lussier
Eugene Martin

Bronnie McNabb
John Moran
Judge Jim Nelson

F U M C   C A L E N D A R  o f  E V E N T S

09 12:30pm Aldersgate Fellowship Church Lounge
10 6:00pm Pathfinders’ Epiphany Party Off-site
11 11:30am Worship Committee Church Lounge
12 1:30pm UMW Hilltoppers Church Lounge

7:00pm Christian Believer Adult Lounge
7:00pm Jesus in the Gospels Church Lounge

13 7:00pm Evangelism and Hospitality Church Lounge
14 3:00pm Disbursement Committee Church Lounge

4:00pm Foundation Trustees Church Lounge
15 6:30pm Women’s Retreat Planning Church Lounge
17 9:30am Prayer Quilt Ministry Church Lounge
18 11:30am Book Club with Dr. Trotter Fellowship Hall

11:30am Children’s Ministry Church Lounge
11:45am Girl Scout Troop 529 Rooms 200 & 300
6:30pm Questers Church Lounge

19 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day Church Office is closed
20 7:00pm Reconciling Committee Oxford Room

7:00pm Stewardship Committee Church Lounge
21 11:00am Invitation to the New Testament Church Lounge

6:30pm Staff-Parish Relations Committee Church Lounge
22 7:00pm Generosity in Challenging Times Church Lounge

for comfort:  Jose Casillas

for the just resolution of conflict:
for the people of Afghanistan, Congo,
Darfur, Georgia, Iraq, Kenya, Pakistan,
Sudan, Tibet, Zimbabwe, Israel and Gaza




