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A team from the United Methodist Men
cooked and served a delicious chili dinner to
120 homeless people at Pasadena’s Bad
Weather Shelter on January 13th. In addition
to serving a nutritionally-balanced meal and
cleaning up afterwards, the team also helped
set up cots, distribute blankets and register
guests. Gerry Poulin served as chief cook, a
job that started early in the morning with
grocery shopping at Costco and ended after
9:30 p.m. when the kitchen was clean. The
rest of the team consisted of John Evans, Fred
Niemann (both of whom also helped with the
cooking), Luis Montes, Tim Sun, Stephen
Burke, J. P. Harris, Danny Hain, Sofia Hain
and Woody Hain.

The Bad Weather Shelter is at Pasadena

UMM Serves at Bad Weather Shelter

UMW
Hilltopppers

*Note change of date*

Our meeting is
February 9th at 1:30
p.m. in the Church
Lounge. Come and

hear Rosalie Niemann
tell of her experiences
in her mission work
with the Hendersons

in Mexico. All women
are invited to attend.
Call Irene Atkinson
(626) 795-2393 for
more information.

Professor Tom Prince will present “Too
Much of a Good Thing:  Energy in the 21st
Century” at the Tuesday, January 27th,
meeting of United Methodist Men beginning
at 6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  Tom and his
wife, Charlene Reichert and family, are
longtime members of FUMC.  Tom’s very
distinguished record includes these current

United Methodist Men’s Dinner and Program

Covenant Church on Lake Avenue. It is
operated by the Ecumenical Council of
Pasadena Area Churches with the support of
Pasadena churches and the City of Pasadena.
For the 2008-2009 season, the BWS is open
on a weather-activated basis (below 40 degrees
and/or above 40% chance of rain) from the
Saturday after Thanksgiving through
December 31th and from March 1st through
March 15th. The BWS is open every night
from January 1st to February 28th.

Rev. Pat O’Reilly, Executive Director of
the Ecumenical Council, said that the shelter
is serving significantly more people this year
than in recent years. She attributes the increase
to the poor economy.

by Woody Hain

titles:  Professor of Physics at Caltech; Senior
Research Scientist, Jet Propulsion Laboratory;
and Director of W.M. Keck Institute for Space
Studies at Caltech.  He also recently
concluded a term as Chief Scientist at JPL.
This is a warm invitation to all men of the
church to attend.  Please RSVP with the
Church Office at (626) 796-0157.

Scenes from Advent Workshop 2008
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Adult Ministry is pleased to share our
plans to offer a support group for grieving
adults (age 25+) early in 2009. This group will
focus on emotional support and supportive
relationships among members who have
recently experienced the death of a loved one.
The primary focus would be sharing and
processing of grief and loss experiences and
receiving support from fellow group members.
Experiential exercises may be included.
Participants will explore 1) What has been lost?
2) What is still left? 3) What is the legacy?

This is an 8-week series of 90 minute
sessions, and persons are asked to commit to
each session in order to ensure the success of
the group experience. Participants will be
asked to pay a fee to offset the cost of this
professional opportunity, but partial or full
scholarships will be offered so that all who
would benefit will be able to participate.

Our committee has chosen Teresa Hooker,
M.A. to lead. Teresa is an advanced doctoral
student in clinical psychology at Azusa Pacific
University. She currently serves as a
Psychological Assistant to a Licensed Clinical
Psychologist conducting individual and
couples therapy in Pasadena. She also enjoyed
helping her husband lead the Youth Ministries
at East Whittier UMC where he serves part-
time as Youth Director. The integration of the
Christian faith and psychological wellness is
one of her interests.

We see the potential for further support
sessions beyond this focused beginning.

We are currently seeking to determine the
best day of the week and hour in the day that
would be most successful for those who would
like to participate. The possibilities are
Monday evening, and Monday or Wednesday
during the day. If you or someone you know
would be interested and/or in need of this
opportunity, please share this information and
contact Rev. Debbie Gara.

A Support Group Opportunity
   ...coming together in a time of loss.

Aldersgate
Fellowship

...will meet Friday,
February 13th, in

the Church Lounge.
Luncheon at 12:30

p.m. will be
followed by an

interesting program.
The Aldersgate

Fellowship Cabinet
will meet on

Tuesday, January
27th, at 2:00 p.m.

Christian Sympathy
Margaret (Margo) Johnstone

passed into life eternal on January 7, 2009, in
Ventura.  A time of remembrance will be held on

January 24, 2009, at 1:00 p.m. in our Chapel
followed by a reception in Fellowship Hall.

Wayne Brubaker
passed into life eternal on January 19, 2009.

A memorial service will be held on January 31,
2009, at 11:00 a.m. in our Sanctuary followed by

a traditional Methodist potluck in
 Fellowship Hall.

David Hong
father of Ae-Kyong Kim, passed into life eternal

on January 19, 2009.  A memorial service will be
held on January 25, 2009, at 5:00 p.m. in the

Sky Rose Chapel at Rose Hills in Whittier.

This photo was taken from the ceiling of
the Sanctuary as Howard Underwood
gradually loosened the rope that held up the
Moravian star.  Dick Overton is standing in
the chancel area.  Very different perspective,
isn’t it?

(Mother was right: “God is watching!”)

�
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February

SOCKS

Sunday School

Big Red
Barrel
Donations

for
by Ruth MacPhersonVALENTINES for the LIBRARY

Save the Sundays of February 15th and
22nd for our Library’s annual fundraiser,
“Valentines for the Library.”  Look for us in
Fellowship Hall, during Coffee Hour, on these
last two Sundays of February.

Again, you have an opportunity to honor
or memorialize special persons in your lives
with library valentine cards. These “valentines”
will be delivered to your friends or their
families, and will tell about the library books
you dedicate in their names.

This year there will also be:
· A used book sale (books to buy and take
  with you)
· A bake sale

The money we raise supplements our
library budget which funds more books,
library supplies, equipment, and library
program, i.e. free book prizes for our youth
and children who are in our Ten Books Club.

Invitation to Membership at FUMC Pasadena
New Member Inquirer’s Class:  Sunday, March 1 at 11:30 am following worship.

We will gather at designated tables for our
class at the Friends and Family lunch in the
Fellowship Hall and continue together in our
Church Lounge until 2:30 p.m. This session
is an opportunity to become better acquainted
with the United Methodist Church and is not
necessarily a commitment to join. You will
have opportunity to learn and discuss the
meaning of membership and the history of

our church and denomination as well as the
many opportunities to worship, connect
and serve at FUMC. The pastors and leaders
from various areas in the life of FUMC will
be present. Child care will be provided;
please let us know of your needs. Sign up
during Coffee Hour beginning February
15th or through the Church Office. Contact
Rev. Debbie Gara for more information.

The Book Club
will read Team of
Rivals by Doris
Kearns Goodwin
(the Pulitzer Prize
winning account of
Lincoln’s presidency).  It will be discussed  in
April to give everyone plenty of time to read
it.

For February, we will be reading To Kill a
Mockingbird by Harper Lee.

Dr. Trotter’s Book Club
Questers will meet on March 15th at 6:30

p.m. for its regular potluck dinner. Dr.
Veranda will speak on “Presidents and Their
Wives.”

If anyone, single or married (and we have
missed contacting you), would like to join us,
please contact Donna or Dick Overton at

(626) 793-2646 for more
information. We would be
happy to welcome you into
the fellowship of Questers.

Questers
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Questers will meet
following the

church service on
Sunday, February
15th, for a tour of
the San Antonio

Winery and lunch.
Lunch will be of
your choice from

the menu. Questers
welcome everyone

interested in joining
them. We are a

group 60+ year olds
(59 ½ is okay),

single and married,
with a variety of

interests and
professions. Our

meeting date is the
third Sunday of
each month at
6:30pm for a

potluck dinner and
program with

special events on
occasion. You may
contact Donna and
Dick Overton for

further information
at (626) 793-2646.

Questers

On Sunday, December 7, 2008, an historic
event occurred when First United Methodist
Church of Pasadena was the setting for the funeral
of a former United States cabinet officer.  This
significant service included full military honors,
a 21-gun salute plus an Air Force fly-over!

Verne Orr, who served as Secretary of the Air
Force in President
Ronald Reagan’s
cabinet, was being
honored in this
traditional service.
Secretary Orr, who
with his family had
attended this
church, also served
in California
government in
various capacities
and was the
recipient of many
honors.

This unusual and dramatic Sunday afternoon
service began with a uniformed Air Force Honor
Guard entering the Sanctuary, bearing the flags
of the United States and the Air Force, which were
then placed on either side of the flag-draped
casket.  The service was presided over by our
Senior Minister, Dr. Frank Trotter and Air Force
Chaplain, Colonel Keith Darlington.

Following the presentation of the colors, an
air of dramatic solemnity continued through the
moving testimonies of several outstanding
individuals including former Attorney General of
the United States, Edwin Meese.

After the final prayers were offered, the Honor
Guard solemnly carried the casket out of the
Sanctuary to the large courtyard in front of the
church facing Colorado Boulevard. The
congregation was invited to follow and gather
silently in the courtyard for the conclusion of the
service.

Earlier, the police had closed off an entire
section of Colorado Boulevard to through traffic

Historic Event at FUMC, Pasadena

which resulted in an atmosphere of quiet
respect.  Many people walking in the area
stopped and stood quietly to observe these
unusual and dignified proceedings.

With family and friends standing
nearby, Mrs. Sarah Orr was seated facing
the casket while the Honor Guard

ceremoniously
folded the
A m e r i c a n
f l a g — a n
i m p r e s s i v e
ritual.  The flag
was presented to
Mrs. Orr by an
Air Force
officer. An Air
Force musician
s o u n d e d
“Taps,” the
sharp sounds of

the bugle echoed throughout the courtyard,
to be followed by the firing of a 21-gun
salute.

The congregation had been told that
there would be a fly-over by a B2 Spirit
Bomber – a significant event as development
of this unusual aircraft was a project dear to
the heart of Secretary Orr.  Secretary Orr
actually flew as a crew member in the first
plane to be delivered in 1981.  A poignant
fact was the date chosen for this service –
December 7th.

At a silent radio command, an Air Force
officer signaled the plane which then
appeared over the mountains, flying from
north to south, passing directly overhead.
During its three passes, each time the
immense sound of this huge aircraft
reverberated through the courtyard as the
crowd watched in awe!  It was an historic
event in the life of this church  and a
magnificent tribute to this man who had
served his country well.

 .

by Joyce Dorn
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Camp Sky
Meadows

I am coming to appreciate that stewardship is probably the most misunderstood word
in the Christian church’s lexicon.  Unfortunately, over
the years it has taken on, exclusively, the meaning of fund
raising and it seems no amount of objection or correction
can shake that misconception.  Many people are fearful
of the word as they mistakenly believe it means that the
church just wants your money.

I was recently provided a pamphlet from St. Mark’s
Episcopal Church in Portland, Oregon, that describes
Six Steps in Christian Giving.  It begins, “One of the
ways we walk in faith is on the stewardship path of all
that we are and all that we have.”

Although Christian stewardship encompasses far
more than financial support, the pamphlet, simply and
in easy to understand terms, walks us through the steps
toward a fuller appreciation of Christian giving.  The
pamphlet starts with the words, “From Where We Are To Where God Is Calling Us.”  I
hope you find this thought-provoking:

Survival: I give a bit when asked because the church ought to be there in case I need it.
The need is survival and there is a chance the church might help.  The relationship is I

      know the Church is there if I need it – all being well, I won’t!
Supermarket: I am happy to pay for the cost of the bits of the church that I want to enjoy.

The need is security and by treating the church on my own terms, I feel safe and unchallenged.
      I see myself as a customer.
Support: The work of the Church is important to me, so I will support it.

I have a need to belong.  I see myself as a proper member of the Church’s supporters’ club.
Subscription: I see myself as a member and I wish to contribute my fair share of the costs.

The need is identity – I am recognized and I play my part.
Submission: My understanding of being a disciple is that I should put God first in my life.

I see a deeper meaning in life and my giving responds to God and not just the needs of the
     Church.
Sacrifice: I truly believe my Lord “demands my soul, my life, my all.”

My Christian calling is to be Christ-like so naturally I give both joyfully and sacrificially –
      following Jesus Christ.

Christian stewardship is not about fund raising, but giving back to God a portion of the
bounty He has given you, to His glory.  It is a form of praise and worship.  Which step along
the path do you currently occupy?

Are you moving?
Cleaning your

garage?  Downsizing
your workshop or

garage clutter?
Donate any good
useable building

materials to Camp
Sky Meadows.

Examples of useable
items include

plywood, 2’x4’and
2’x6’; handtools and
electrical tools; nails
and screws; electrical
supplies such as wire,
connectors, duplex

receptacles; plumbing
supplies; paint
supplies such as

brushes and rollers.
We will come to you

to pick up your
donations.  Please

contact Gerry Poulin
either by cell at (323)
387-0342 or email at
gerrypoulin@sbcglobal.net

Stewardship Message by J.P. Harris
Stewardship Committee Co-Chair

  We rejoice at the news of Cathie Capp’s acceptance
into Princeton Theological Seminary in the fall of 2009.
Congratulations, Cathie!
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Please remember persons on our prayer
list in your regular prayers...
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Weekly & Ongoing
FUMC Events
SUNDAYS

9:00am Sunday School
for all ages

10:00am Sunday Morning
Worship

11:30am Youth Handbell
Choir

5:30pm Youth Choir
Choir Room

6:45pm UMYF Dinner &
Program
Fellowship Hall

TUESDAYS
10:00am Social Services

Great Hall
7:00pm Boy Scout Tr. 27

Scout Room
7:30pm Adult Handbell

Rehearsal
Bell Room

7:30pm AA Meeting
Adult Lounge

WEDNESDAYS
10:00am FoundationOffice

open ‘til 6:00pm

7:00pm Young People’s
AA Meeting
Adult Lounge

7:30pm Adult Choir
Rehearsal
Choir Room
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FUMC Prayer List

We lift up to God these prayers
for healing...

Susan Nelson

Laura Reister
Rev. Manick Samuel
Norm Schmidt

Madeline Schneider
Kathy Summers
Doug Watt

Jan Wentz
Judy Wentz
Adam Westfield

Elizabeth Wittry
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Pat Bruce

Patrice Daniels
Loretta Hajinga
Lawrence Hansen

Bob Hardaway
Dave Kennedy
Phil Lussier

Niko Macias
Eugene Martin
Bronnie McNabb

Judge Jim Nelson

F U M C   C A L E N D A R  o f  E V E N T S

24 1:00pm Memorial Service and Reception Chapel
     for Margo Johnstone

25 11:45am Church Council Church Lounge
26 7:00pm Christian Believer Adult Lounge

7:00pm Jesus in the Gospels Church Lounge
27 2:00pm Aldersgate Fellowship Cabinet Off-site

6:30pm UMM Dinner and Program Fellowship Hall
6:30pm UMW Evening Circle Off-site
7:00pm Reconciling Committee Oxford Room

28 11:00am Invitation to the New Testament Church Lounge
7:00pm Camp Committee Fellowship Hall
7:00pm Missions, Peace & Justice Comm. Church Lounge

29 7:00pm Generosity in Challenging Times Church Lounge
31 11:00am Memorial Service and Reception Sanctuary

     for Wayne Brubaker
  2/01  11:30am Friends and Family Lunch Fellowship Hall

11:45am Girl Scout Troop 529 Rooms 200 & 300
12:30pm Avenel Players Concert Sanctuary

02 7:00pm Christian Believer Adult Lounge
7:00pm Jesus in the Gospels Church Lounge

03 7:00pm Committee on Lay Leadership Conference Room
04 9:00am Homeless Prevention Program Great Hall

11:00am Invitation to the New Testament Church Lounge
05 5:00pm Youth Confirmation Youth Lounge

7:00pm Generosity in Challenging Times Church Lounge
7:15pm Home Group Off-site

for comfort:  Susan Brubaker and Family,
Jose Casillas, Joe Langenderfer

for the just resolution of conflict:
for the people of Afghanistan, Congo,
Darfur, Georgia, Iraq, Kenya, Pakistan,
Sudan, Tibet, Zimbabwe, Israel and Gaza

           January-February




