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A Child of Our Time, an Oratorio by Michael Tippett

e major musical e ort in our cur-
rent program year is the Sir Michael Tip-
pett s oratorio A Child of Our Time. It will be per-
formed in the Sanctuary on Saturday, May 30, at 4
p.m. and features our Chancel Choir, Chorale Bel
Canto, a symphony orchestra and guest soloists.

Tippett composed the piece in 1939, just as the
Nazi threat in Europe was on
the ascent, and the world was
in turmoil politically and eco-
nomically. Tippett was himself
a paci st and very involved in
various political movements, |
seeking to nd an avenue to
justice and peace, and he felt
an overwhelming despair at
the state of the world at that |
time. e music is serious, and
it takes us through scenarios |

of poverty and oppression, but ends Wlth great

hope for reconciliation and deliverance.

e composer modeled his work after the Passion
settings of Johann Sebastian Bach - using a narrator
as well as solos that both advance the storyline and
provide moments of contemplation. e chorus has
many functions, as in Bach: painting a landscape as
prelude for each of the three parts, acting as protago-
nists of the story, and nally, singing meditatively in
critical moments of the unfolding drama.

While Bach used familiar chorale tunes for
this purpose in his cantatas and Passions, Tippett

by Stephen Gothold
Director of Music
Ministries

has chosen Afro-American spirituals
we will hear Steal Away, By and By,
Go Down, Moses, I m Gonna Lay Down My
Heavy Load and Deep River in very poignant
moments throughout the piece.

is will be a ticketed event, and | urge you to
purchase your tickets from the Church O ce or
from a choir member at Cof-
fee Hour on Sunday morn-
ings. e pre-sale group price
is only $15, and at the door
the general admission price
is $25, with a slight discount
for seniors. e student price
is $5. Kimberlea Daggy of
KUSC will o er a pre-con-
cert talk in the Sanctuary at
3:15 p.m. preceding the per-
formance. e running time
of the oratorio itself is approximately one hour
and ve minutes.

At 9 a.m. on Sunday, May 17, | will o er an
introduction to the piece, play recorded examples
and endeavor to create a context that | hope will
bene t all who attend the performance. is event
will be o ered instead of the normal SpiritSeekers
time in the Church Lounge.

With a chorus of 100 and an orchestra of 45
performing a work this ambitious, it promises to
be an exciting and meaningful afternoon. | cor-
dially invite you to participate.

Tippett
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Rev. Adiel DePano at United Methodist Men

United Methodist Men is pleased to welcome Rev. Adiel DePano to its dinner meeting
on Tuesday, May 26. Rev. DePano is the Pasadena District Superintendent for the United
Methodist Cal-Pac Conference. He and Lee Bothast, the president of First Churchs
UMM, will hold an open discussion on the purposes and goals of a UMM group.

All church men are enthusiastically invited; please notify the Church O ce with
your reservation! e evening begins promptly at 6:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. e
cost of the dinner is $8.

May 17 Is Youth Sunday

May 17 is Youth Sunday here at First Rogers State Beach. e baptism service
Church. at means that members of will be followed by a BBQ lunch
our Youth Group will be leading ot ° RE"O there at the park. As baptism is a
the Sunday morning worship §>\ covenant that is made with the
service: decorating the sanctu- o G community, the Youth would
ary, leading the music, giving .« 4 W(UP'— \ ™ like to invite their community
the sermon and providing the Z +) = of faith, FUMC, to celebrate
liturgy. It s a great opportunity
to see the future of our church! “4:70

%
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~2  with them. Please RSVP with

v> the Church O ce if you wish

e service will be followed to partake of the BBQ Ilunch.

by a beach baptism for Taylor Al- Otherwise, you may bring a picnic
tice and Nick, Gabi and Sami Vogt at Will  lunch of your own.

Dr. Jerry Campbell in The Christian Century

Dr. Jerry Campbell, President of Claremont School of eology, was recent-
ly pro led in an article in The Christian Century, a prominent national magazine
dedicated to religious news and issues of the day. e article is entitled Seminary
Rebounds, Plans Multifaith University. If you would like to read it online, go to
www.christiancentury.org/article.lasso?id=6930. If you do not have a computer, come to
the Church O ce and we will be happy to print a copy of the article for you.

Jerry, Veta and Denise Campbell have been an important part of the FUMC
family for many years.

Pre-Oratorio Discussion at SpiritSeekers

On Sunday, May 17, at 9 a.m. in the Church Lounge, Stephen Gothold will pres-
ent a master class for the upcoming Chorale Bel Canto and FUMC Chancel Choir
presentation of Sir Michael Tippetts A Child of Our Time, a challenging oratorio
about oppression and hope, written in England in 1939, just as the Nazi threat was
growing. e discussion will focus on the piece, its roots and its drama, and will feature
recordings of previous renditions of the work. All are invited to attend this session and
later attend the performance of the oratorio on May 30 at 4 p.m.






