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The Faith We Sing Update by Irmgard Frey
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We have been learning to
praise God and sing about our faith
in new ways for the past few
months in anticipation of
purchasing the new hymnals that
will provide us with many more new
(and old!) hymns.

The fundraising effort over the
last two months has yielded a total of
$3,400.00 towards our goal of $4,200.00.

We are grateful to all who have
participated so far and would like to
encourage the rest of the
congregation to do their part.

United Methodist Women
have led the way by making a
generous contribution and would
like to challenge all other groups

to follow their lead. See you at the order table
in Fellowship Hall!

Pasadena Prenatal Clinic Donations by Sue Clairday

Recently, the director of the Pasadena
Prenatal Clinic shared a story with me about
a young lady who was pregnant and going
to give her baby for up adoption. At the last
minute, she changed her mind and kept the
baby.  The new mom had brought nothing
for the baby and was sent home from the
hospital with the baby wrapped in a towel
and placed in a car seat that wasn’t really
adequate.  The young lady and the baby went
home to an apartment they shared with six
other families.

The Pasadena Prenatal Clinic has many
stories like this and there are times when the
nurses at the clinic take up a collection of
their own money to help young ladies with
the greatest needs.

Entheos and other FUMC members
recently donated eight diaper bags, two
blankets, a large bag of newborn clothing
and diapers to the clinic.

The nurses raved about the blankets they
receive on a regular basis from the FUMC
Knitting Circle and talked about how grateful
the young mothers are to receive them.

The Clinic uses the diaper bags as
incentives for the women to attend the prenatal
and infant care classes they offer and extends
grateful thanks to all who have generously
donated over the years.  By the way, the Clinic
called the young woman who went home with
so little to begin her life as a mother and made
sure that she received one of the FUMC diaper
bags. What started out as a community
outreach by Entheos has turned into an
intergenerational gift of love.

The Entheos goal for this year is to fill 24
diaper bags for the clinic.  Anyone that would
like to participate in this worthwhile project,
please contact Sue Clairday (818) 790-8849
or sclairday@charter.net

Pathfinder’ Movie Night & Potluck Dinner June 14th
It’s the Pathfinders’ Movie Night and

Potluck Dinner on Saturday, June 14, 2008,
at 6:00 p.m. at the home of John and Jane
Evans. After dinner, we will settle in to watch
the movie, “Witness,” with Harrison Ford
and Kelly McGillis. It’s about a hardened

American cop who joins a peace-loving Amish
community after an Amish boy and his mother
get involved in a murder.

For more information, please RSVP to the
Evans by phone at (626) 510-6222 or email
john.evans777@btinternet.com
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June  8th
10:00 a.m.

Don’t miss
church Sunday!

We’re celebrating
our future!

Youth
Sunday

Mission Accomplished – Thanks To Your Generosity
On April 29th, fifteen youth and counselors

returned from Mexico with a renewed feeling that
only comes from helping others. We traveled to the
outskirts of Tijuana in two vans packed with enough
food for four days, tents, and cooking stoves. We
camped at the local Amor Ministries campsite, 25
minutes (on bumpy dirt roads) from our family’s
home. When we arrived, another group had already
completed the concrete slab and wooden frame. Our
job was to finish the roof, stucco the walls, and install
the doors and windows. We finished our home at
the end of the second workday and went back to
camp tired and dirty, but spiritually refreshed.

None of this would have been possible without
the support of our church community and Pasadena
Methodist Foundation. Your donations helped
purchase all of the wood, concrete, sand and other
building materials needed
to build this house.
Thank you for allowing
us the opportunity to
witness and serve our
world.

Don’t miss the mission
trip presentation on Youth
Sunday, June 8th.

Story and Photos by Cheri Ehrlich
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Summer Choir
Begins

June 22nd

For those with a song
in your heart but not
enough time to be a
regular member of the
Chancel Choir, Summer
Choir begins June
22nd.

• Show up on Sunday
morning at 9 a.m. in
the Sanctuary for
rehearsal.

• A brief break to robe
up (if it’s not too hot).

• Sing in the service!

We prepare two
anthems of easier, well-
known titles which can
succeed with only one
rehearsal.

Begin your vocal
calisthenics, and plan to
be a part of our music-
making fellowship and
ser vice, June 22nd
through the end of July.

We take all comers, you
will feel welcome and
comfortable by the time
worship starts.

All Brass Concert in the Sanctuary June 9th by Stephen Gothold

The Crown City Brass
Quintet (including our own
Norm Pearson) and the LA
Chamber Brass will combine
forces and present a concert
under the name BIG CITY
BRASS. The concert will be
presented free of charge on Monday evening,
June 9th, at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary.

Among the music to be played is a new
piece for solo tuba (played by Norm Pearson)
and four trombones called, “Winks ‘n Jinks,”
composed by Jim Self. This piece will also be
featured at the International Tuba Conference
in Cincinnati, Ohio, later in the summer.

Other composers on the program include
Nick Lane, Giovanni Gabrieli, and Georges
Delarue.

A freewill offering will be collected and
the proceeds forwarded to the Hearts of
Music Fund. Hearts of Music is a non-profit
fund established to assist musicians with

emergency medical needs.
Many musicians, although
working, do not have nor
qualify for medical insurance,
and as we all know, illness and
accidents don’t check for
insurance coverage before

striking. The Hearts of Music Fund was
founded by Bill Reichenbac to help those in
need. More information may be found at
crowncitybrassquintet.com

The musicians (among LA’s finest!): Crown
City Brass Quintet - Rob Frear and Marty
Fenton Frear, trumpets; Ben Jaber, horn; Andy
Malloy, trombone; and Norm Pearson, tuba.

LA Chamber Brass - Jon Lewis and Larry
Hall, trumpets; Brad Warnaar, horn; Alex Iles,
trombone; and Bill Reichenbach, bass
trombone.

All are invited! A rare opportunity to hear
fabulous brass playing in the gorgeous acoustics
of First Church!

UMCOR Disaster Relief Funds
by Pamela Burns

The Committee on
Missions, Peace & Justice
would like to thank the
congregation for your
donations to assist
victims of the recent

disasters in Myanmar and China.  As of May
28th, a total of $1835 for Myanmar cyclone
victims and $1410 for China earthquake
victims has been sent to UMCOR from
FUMC.  Your donations were sent to
UMCOR shortly after being received by the
church so they could be used quickly to assist
the victims.

Additional donations for these disasters
will be sent to UMCOR as they come in to
the office.  Again, thank you for opening your
hearts to help.

Drama Thank You        by Pam Marx

Thanks to all who participated in and
attended the Green Street Players radio hour/
dinner theater night. Through your generosity
we delivered 6 bags of groceries to Friends in
Deed and over $170 to the Chapel Fund. And,
hopefully, you all had as much fun as we did.

Back by popular demand! Adult Ministries
presents Monday Night at the Movies, a
summer treat at FUMC Pasadena.

June 30th:  “The Truman Show”
July 21st:    “Life is Beautiful”
Pizza and salad will be served in Fellowhip

Hall at 6:00 p.m. followed at 6:45 p.m. with
movie and popcorn in the Church Lounge.

This is an event for all ages! Special kids
movie and childcare will be offered.

Sign up after worship beginning June 15th!

Monday Night at the Movies
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June
Summer is coming
and people get hot

and sticky. This
item comes in

sticks and sprays
and creams and

helps us when we
get hot. We will

collect...

deodorant.

Sunday School

Big Red
Barrel
Donations

for

Light from the Catacombs
by Pat Mann, FUMC Archivist

The Civil War: Our Veteran Ministers

Rev. Charles Shelling
1876-1878

Rev. Charles Shelling was born in Canterbury, England in 1826,
but raised in New York. After serving several churches, he became
chaplain to the 10th Legion of the 56th New York Regiment. In
1876, he transferred to southern California, and became our third
pastor. He dedicated our one room church on Orange Grove Boule-
vard, near California Avenue.

Rev. Robert Farnsworth was born in New Hampshire  in 1844. In
his teens, he enlisted in the 10th Vermont Volunteers and later be-
came captain of the 32nd Colored Regiment. In Washington, he
met and talked with Mrs. Lincoln, a treasured memory. In 1865, he
was wounded but was able to convince the surgeon not to
amputate his arm. After seminary and serving churches in New
England, he was advised to go to a warmer climate due to chronic
bronchitis from exposure during the war. This would lead to his
death at age 43. In 1880, he became our sixth pastor and wrote
“Southern California Paradise.” He was dean of our Maclay Semi-
nary.

Rev. Rufus A.W. Bunker was born in Maine  in 1843. “The boom-
ing guns of the Southern Confederacy against our nation’s life” led
him to enlist in a Maine Light Artillery Regiment, leaving after the
last gun was fired in 1865. It was his duty and privilege to fire the
salute at Lincoln’s funeral. After ministering to churches in New
Hampshire, he came to our Conference in 1881. He became our
eighth pastor in 1884. After selling our one room church and land
for $6,000, he built our tall wooden church on Colorado at Marengo
serving at the groundbreaking in 1922.

Rev. Almerin Wesley Lamport was born in Indiana in 1847. While
in his teens, he joined the Union Army as a fifer and marched with
Sherman from Atlanta to the sea. After pastoring in Indiana, he
became our twelfth minister from 1902-1908. We have archived his
handwritten sermons. Our stone church is now at Holliston UMC.
His grandson is listed at the back of our sanctuary as a casualty of
World War II.

Rev. Rufus A.W. Bunker
1884-1886

Rev. Robert Farnsworth
1880-1883

Rev. Almerin W. Lamport
1902-1908
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For anyone that has ever undertaken to
improve their performance, whether running
or lifting weights or stretching one’s mind by
learning something foreign and new, the phrase,
“no pain, no gain,” is familiar. Improvement,
whether physically, mentally or emotionally,
almost always involves working p a s t
the pain or discomfort to achieve
the greater reward.

The same is true for our
church family. At our all-church
meeting last week, we learned
more about the challenges we,
as a congregation, are faced
with this year. The Church
Council was forced to make some
very difficult and painful decisions
regarding the preschool and face some harsh,
new realities concerning Camp Sky Meadows.
This is the pain none of us likes, but a pain we
all can, and will, bear collectively.

As Mark Cowdin alluded to in his article
in the previous Messenger, it is good to think
of these types of circumstances and challenges
as growing pains. Just as growing pains are short
lived, so too, will these setbacks be short lived.
It is during times of adversity that we need to
come together as a family and decide how we
can best weather the storm.

Many wonderful things are happening at
First Church. A few weeks ago, we celebrated
the confirmation of thirteen new members into
our Christian family. The worship service was
joyful and the congregation full of life. Hope
and expectation filled the sanctuary as these new

confirmands renounced sin and professed their
faith in Jesus Christ. They also pledged to
faithfully participate in the ministries of
Pasadena FUMC by their prayers, their
presence, their gifts and their service. Together,
we reaffirmed the same pledge.

As good as our annual Stewardship
Campaign was during November, each of

us now needs to ensure that we make
good on our pledges of support. New
financial challenges, unforeseen in
November, have presented themselves
which will require even greater

commitment and sacrifice. The economic
downturn we are now experiencing has
caused some to pull back, apprehensive

of what will come in the future. But now is the
time to really examine who, or what, you truly
worship.

When times are tough, people learn what
they value most. I know that everyone in the
congregation values this church and its family.
We are stewards of this church and we must
rise to this challenge just as those before us
rose to their own challenges and just as those
in the future will rise to theirs.  Our rock, our
foundation, is the Lord and He will provide
our every need particularly during these
difficult times.

So if you are a bit behind in your pledge, get
back on track.  If you are on track, consider taking
one more step on the ladder. Remember, your
giving is an act of worship.  Worshipping our
Lord is always important, but at no time more so
than when we face personal challenges. The Lord
will rise to the occasion and so shall we!

No Pain, No Gain by J.P. Harris
Stewardship Committee Co-Chair

What do all those people talk
about for almost a week at the Cal-
Pac Annual Conference? YOU are

invited to come and find out!
Women of all ages are invited to join

us for Evening Circle on Tuesday, June

June 24th’s Evening Circle Features Food, Fellowship and Information
24, 2008, at 6:30 p.m. for a tasty dinner
($8.00), great fellowship, and interesting
information.
• Kim Bird and Diane Garner will attend the

Annual Conference in Redlands and give
Evening Circle continued on page 7

JUNE 15TH
at FUMC

10:00 a.m.
Morning
Worship

Bishop Mary
Ann Swenson
will preach

•••
Choir

Appreciation
Sunday

 •••
FUMC

celebrates
Father’s Day

•••
See you there,

and remember to
invite others.



page seven

Hilltoppers Potluck Picnic
We will meet June 16th at 12 noon for our

annual potluck picnic in the Church Lounge.
This is the last meeting until September so we
hope we have a large gathering. We will each
bring either a salad or dessert. All women are
invited and welcome. Call Irene Atkinson for
further information at (626) 795-2393.

“Turn Another Page” with Dr. Trotter

The next meeting of this book study will
be Sunday, July 20th, immediately following
worship in the Church Lounge. The book
earmarked for discussion will be “The Year of
Magical Thinking” by Joan Didion.

Beach Party
Surfin’ Through
The Scriptures

July 14th-18th

9:00 a.m.
to

noon

Open to
children age 3
through 6th

grade.
Registration:
$32 per child

includes
a t-shirt.

Scholarships are
available with a
simple inquiry.

Fall Prevention and Home Safety
Workshop, Tuesday, June 24th

Over one-third of adults, 65 years and
older, fall each year and 20 to 30 percent suffer
moderate to severe injuries that make it hard
to get around or live alone. In some cases, it
may lead to early decline. As we grow older,
we often develop balance problems that can
increase the probability of falling.

Ann Villarama and Tim Centola of
Methodist Hospital, Arcadia, will discuss what
we can do to improve balance and strengthen
muscles in order to prevent falls and how we
can make our homes safer to avoid accidents.

The workshop is Tuesday, June 24th, from
1:30 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. at the Arcadia
Community Center, 365 Campus Drive,
Arcadia. For reservations, call the Arcadia
Community Center at (626) 574-5130.

Sunday, June 1st, we honored the
commitment of the following persons who
have been involved in two long-term
studies (over 30 weeks) on Monday nights.
• Christian Believer:

Leaders: John Evans, Andy Goebel
J.P. Harris Melanie McCann
Diane Harris Crystal Powers
Anne Leach

• Jesus in the Gospels:
Leaders: Marlene Farrell, Kevin Lussier
Sue Clairday Lynne Lang
Jim Doyel Yuan-Ling Li
Jane Evans Tricia McRae
Elaine Enzminger Mikala Rahn
Beth Gerber Luis Montes
Peggy Hendricks Karen Zankovich

These courses and others will again be
offered in September, 2008. We hope you
will consider a short or long-term Adult
Education course in your life for spiritual
growth and fellowship in your faith
journey. Watch for details.

Our Congratulations...

Vacation Bible School Staff Team
Meeting Dates:

Saturday, June 7, 2008

Saturday June 28, 2008

Saturday July 12, 2008

us a snapshot of the 2008 Annual
Conference where many important,
current issues are discussed and debated.

• Members and visitors are invited to share
a picture about their plans for the summer
or fall.

• For our special offering, members are
invited to make an additional gift to our
2007 FUMC church budget.

• Childcare will be provided, but you must
call in advance so that we can plan
adequately.

Please RSVP before 10:00 a.m. on Monday,
June 23rd, to the Church Office, (626) 796-
0157, or office@fumcpasadena.org or
contact Marilynne Kennedy at (626) 796-
9556 or pasadenaflowers@yahoo.com
   We hope to see you there.

Evening Circle contiued from page 6



First United Methodist Church
500 East Colorado Blvd.
Pasadena, CA  91101

Tel: 626.796.0157
Fax: 626.568.1615
www.fumcpasadena.org

Please remember persons on our prayer
list in your regular prayers...
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Weekly & Ongoing
FUMC Events
SUNDAYS

9:00am Sunday School
for all ages

10:00am Sunday Morning
Worship

11:30am Youth Handbell
Choir

5:15pm Youth Choir
Choir Room

6:45pm UMYF Dinner &
Program
Fellowship Hall

TUESDAYS
10:00am Social Services

Great Hall
7:00pm Boy Scout Tr. 27

Scout Room
7:30pm Adult Handbell

Rehearsal
Bell Room

7:30pm AA Meeting
Adult Lounge

WEDNESDAYS
10:00am FoundationOffice

open ‘til 6:00pm

7:00pm Young People’s
AA Meeting
Adult Lounge

7:30pm Adult Choir
Rehearsal
Choir Room
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FUMC Prayer List

We lift up to God these prayers for
healing...

F U M C   C A L E N D A R  o f  E V E N T S:

06 7:00pm The Elephant Room Great Hall/Cloister
07 9:00am VBS Staff Meeting Church Lounge

9:00am Youth Sunday Rehearsal Sanctuary
10:00am Skid Row Saturday Main Kitchen
6:00pm LA Galaxy Soccer Family Night Carson, CA

08 11:30am Worship Committee Meeting Adult Lounge
12:00pm Mission Luncheon Church Lounge
1:00pm Chancel Choir Concert Chapel

09 7:00pm Information Technology Comm Church Lounge
7:30pm Brass Ensemble Concert Sanctuary

10 9:30am Yarn Minsitry Church Lounge
7:00pm Evangelism/Hospitality Comm Church Lounge

11 3:00pm Disbursement Committee Foundation Office
4:00pm Foundation Trustees Church Lounge
6:00pm Preschool Advisory Board Church Lounge

12 7:00pm Church Council Meeting Church Lounge
13 12:30pm Aldersgate Forum Church Lounge
15 10:00am Worship/Bishop Swenson Preach Sanctuary
16 12:00pm UMW Hilltoppers Church Lounge
17 7:00pm Stewardship Committee Church Lounge
18 6:30pm Staff-Parish Relations Committee Church Lounge
19 7:00pm Finance Committee Oxford Room
21 Youth Choir Tour begins

9:30am Prayer Quilt Ministry Church Lounge
12:00pm MakeMusicPasadena Sanctuary

Phil Lussier

Evelyn MacDougall

Jim Maloney

Helen & Jerry
Masiello

Bronnie McNabb

Linda Officer

Norm Schmidt

Jack Stewart

Ted Stoneburner

Kathy Summers

Jordan Tkocz

Corrine Walker

Miguel Zamora

for comfort: Shen Kang (Tim Sun’s father),
Tim Sun, family of Jeff Morrison, Alice
Liechti

for God’s grace & guidance:
Rob & Gerry Aster

for the resolution of conflict:
for the people of Iraq, Tibet,
Darfur, Sudan, Kenya, Israel and Gaza.
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Wayne Brubaker

Stephen Bumb

Lem Carlos

José Casillas

Patrice Daniels

Larry Davis

Pauline Anne DePano

Donna Edgin’s sister

Cailin Frederico

George Griffith

Gus & Allene Harding

Peggy Hendricks

Holly Dale Howard

Sylvia Jacoby

Denese Leath




