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Friday, September 12th, will mark the
67th fall season for the Aldersgate Fellowship
when they meet in the Church Lounge for a
potluck luncheon and program at 12:30 p.m.

In 1941, a small group of women formed
the beginning of the Aldersgate class.  At the
end of World War II when husbands and men
returned, the class was organized choosing the
name “Aldersgate” because of its significance
to Methodists.  It was at a meeting on
Aldersgate Street in London where John
Wesley felt his heart “strangely warmed”
leading to the eventual founding of our
denomination.

For many years the class met on Sunday
mornings in the beautiful Aldersgate room
with its inspiring stained glass window of Jesus
at the home of Lazarus, Martha and Mary.
Over the years, the group studied with
outstanding teachers.  For the longest period
of time, the instructor was Dr. J. Wesley Robb,

Aldersgate Fellowship Celebrates 67 Years

chairman of the Department of Religion at
USC and chaplain during WWII.

Members met monthly in homes on the
second Sunday evening for forums to hear
speakers and discuss current topics.  Over the
years, they have supported the programs of
the church physically and financially, served
on every board and committee, and have been
choir members, youth counselors and Sunday
School teachers.  On their 35th anniversary
in 1975, there were 86 attending (see picture).

Now in their 70’s, 80’s, and 90’s, the
group no longer has a Sunday morning class,
but continues to  meet monthly on the
second Friday at 12:30 p.m. in the Church
Lounge for a potluck luncheon and program.

Approximately 25 attend although there
are 37 on the roster including non-residents.
“Aldersgaters” continue to serve FUMC
Pasadena!

“Where God Is Leading Us
in the 21st Century!”….is the
captivating topic of Jerry Campbell’s
Tuesday, September 23rd program for the
joint meeting of United Methodist Men
and the UMW Evening Circle.  Plan on
attending…bring a friend…and enjoy a
wonderful evening of dinner, fellowship,
and program!

The Rev. Dr. Jerry D. Campbell is the
President of the Claremont School of
Theology.

New Member Class
to be Welcomed on
September 14th

We will be welcoming new members
to First Church on the second Sunday of
next month – September 14th. New
members will also be welcomed on the
second Sunday of each month this fall. If
you would like to join, please check the
box on your attendance sheet and we will
be in touch with you.
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Light from the Catacombs
by Pat Mann, FUMC Archivist

Thanks to VBS for Backpacks                                  by Pamela Burns

Dynamic Duo - Eldon and Betty Osborn - to be Honored
on August 31, 2008

Thank you to everyone who donated
backpacks and school supplies to this year’s
Vacation Bible School mission project.   It
was exciting to see how much you collected
for the foster care children in the Adopt a
Child Abuse Caseworker (ACAC) program.
You collected over twenty-five backpacks
along with a generous amount of school

supplies to help in filling each backpack.
Thank you for taking the time during

your fun at the VBS Beach Party to help
children who do not have the same
advantages that you do.  In addition to the
children who participated, I would like to
again thank the staff, parents, grandparents,
and anyone else who contributed to the VBS
mission project.

The Osborn family moved to Pasadena in 1923
when Eldon was three. He recalls walking along
the planks over the dirt floor as our sanctuary was
being build. Almost seventy years later he walked
over planks on the same dirt as project manager
when our sanctuary was being retrofitted.

His family was very active here, and Eldon was
later in the youth group, in the scout troop and
involved in the life of this
church. He attended a retreat

at Arrowhead, the Officer’s Alliance, involving our
church and Holliston Methodist. Betty came with
her brother. They discovered each other! They
married in 1939. We gained Betty and Holliston
lost! A young couples’ class was formed in the 1940’s
later called the Aldersgate Class. They worked,
studied and celebrated together. The latter often at
the Osborn’s home.

They were
youth counselors
when their children
were teens and led
our youth work
team to Hawaii in
1960. Several of
you were the youth

on that team!  Remember the many money-making projects for the trip like making peanut
brittle in Betty’s kitchen?

They are certainly dynamic and next year a duo for 70 years!

Looking for
Lost Sheep

by Wanda Gae
Stefansson

To update our rolls, we
are looking for members

for whom we have an
incorrect address.  Our
mail to them cannot be

forwarded and is
returned to us.

Please do us a favor and
let us know if you have
the current address of

any of the names listed
below.  Just call the

Church Office,
(626) 796-0157.

Diana Blazer
Melinda De Leon

Benjamin Dougherty
Margaret Graves

Ursula Holz
James Holz

Helen Ichinose
Rev. Baskaran Jeyaraj

Jerry Johnson
Junghyun Lee

Dan & Debbie Massey
Melissa Mattes

Lindsay McCormick
Mark Prescott

Stephanie Quan
Catherine Riley

Wendel & Henrietta
Samuels

Ryan Russell Sloan
Elizabeth Smith

Bret & Vickie Stracener
Curtis Wright
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Interested in Bus
Transportation to
Camp Sky Meadows
September 27th?

Bus transportation
will be provided and is
encouraged to the
60th Anniversary of
Camp Sky Meadows.
A family of four might
find it cheaper to take
the bus than drive up.
The bus will leave
Pasadena at 8:30 a.m.

Tickets for both
bus transportation and
lunch will be available
on Sundays during
Coffee Fellowship
beginning August
31st.  Tickets will also
be available in the
Church Office on
weekdays.

At the conclusion of worship on the 10th of
August, Dr. Trotter invited all church members
to remain in the Sanctuary for a special meeting.
The purpose of the meeting was to discuss a
proposal from the Conference office regarding
live streaming video.  The Conference is
interested in partnering with a church locally in
exploring opportunities to provide training
throughout the Conference area utilizing this
technology.  The Conference was offering the
opportunity to apply for a grant to cover
approximately two-thirds of the start-up costs
of such a system.  Additionally, the Conference
offered to waive the requirement that a local
church must first make application via their
District (the deadline for which had already past)
and allow us to apply directly to them as we were
still within their August 15th deadline.

If the $20,000 grant was awarded to our
church, and that was not guaranteed, we would
need to provide additional funds in the amount
of $11,000.  The cost to maintain and operate
the system was unknown at the time of the
meeting, but it was assumed there would be
additional costs.

Woody Hain, acting on behalf of vacationing
Church Council Co-Chairs, Kara Altice-Montes
and Luis Montes, lead the discussion assisted by
Dr. Trotter.  Eric Dyson, a member of the
Information Technology (IT) Committee,
shared with the gathering that the committee
had identified live streaming video as a
technology they believed the church would
benefit from some time in the future, but when
in the future being undefined.  Because the
committee had only just learned of the grant
offering, it had not had the opportunity to fully
investigate all of the costs associated with such a
venture despite their enthusiasm toward such a
project.  Many other persons expressed similar

OUTCOME OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE
CHURCH COUNCIL

SUNDAY, AUGUST 10, 2008
by J.P. Harris

enthusiasm for the concept while others,
although supportive, expressed concerns
regarding the unknown amount of other
costs that would invariably result from
such a venture.

After all of the questions were
answered, with the limited information
available, a meeting of the Church
Council was convened with a quorum
present.  The overwhelming consensus
was positive regarding providing live
streaming video, but reluctance to
commit the church to unknown future
costs at this time without having the
program totally investigated and
presented to the other stakeholders
within the church, i.e. Board of Trustees
and the Pasadena United Methodist
Foundation.  The final decision of the
Church Council was to move forward
with an application to the Conference for
the grant while continuing to identify all
costs and bring more definitive
information back to the Church Council
and the other stakeholders before
committing the congregation to an
additional financial obligation.



ScScScScSchedule ofhedule ofhedule ofhedule ofhedule of Ev Ev Ev Ev Eventsentsentsentsents
8:30am ...... Continental Breakfast ........................ Fellowship Hall
8:45am ...... Forum*............................................... Church Lounge
9:00am ...... Sunday School (Children & Youth) .... Education Wing
9:07am ...... SpiritSeekers Adult Sunday School ... Adult Lounge

10:00am ..... Morning Worship/ Rally Day .............. Sanctuary
11:15am ..... Coffee Fellowship .............................. Cloister
11:15am ..... Volunteer Faire .................................. Cloister
11:30am ..... Rally Day Luncheon .......................... Fellowship Hall
11:30am ..... Youth Handbell Choir ......................... Bell Room
5:30pm ...... “Sounds of the Risen Son” ................ Choir Room
6:45pm ...... Youth Dinner and Program ................ Fellowship Hall

First United
Methodist Church

Sunday
September 7, 2008

First United Methodist Church
500 East Colorado Blvd.
Pasadena, CA  91101

Tel: 626.796.0157
Fax: 626.568.1615
www.fumcpasadena.org

         *Adult four-week series:  “Which Yellow Brick Road?”
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