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 Camp Sky Meadow’s 60th Anniversary                        by Pat Mann

The Messenger

Singing our way to camp.

Feeding the 140-plus                        Cynthia Quan and Barbara Gorton

Howard Underwood, Don Zimmerman and Ed Sales covered 60 years
      of Camp Sky Meadows.

Peter Beam requested his ashes be scattered beneath Dick Dorn’s memorial
tree planted 20 years ago.

Boy Scouts

Joyce Dorn and
daughter, Martha, in
front of cedar tree
planted in memory of
Dick Dorn.

This was a wonderful and memorable day making new friends,
reuniting old ones and remembering others.
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Shrugging off a “dead” hand-held
microphone at the very beginning of her talk, a
posed and confident Bishop Mary Ann
Swenson delivered to her rapt audience a wide-

ranging and inspiring
talk that touched on a
number of diverse
subjects related to the
United Methodist
Church and the possible
impact of recent events.
(The faulty microphone
was quickly repaired and
returned to service due

to the mechanical expertise of the Bishop’s
“Prince Consort.”) As the Bishop touched all
the (theological) bases with broad and fine
strokes, uttered with conviction and sincerity,
she was swift to invite Aldersgate members to
an “off-the-cuff” Q and A session which drew

Aldersgate Fellowship
Unscripted, Unrehearsed and Inspiring...Bishop Swenson’s Talk Rates an A+

an enthusiastic response from the Fellowship
who appreciated Bishop Mary Ann’s
willingness to indulge in the impromptu
segment.

It was heartwarming for all concerned to
see our beloved Bishop in such fine fettle and
extraordinarily good health matched happily
by an excellent appetite!

On behalf of all our members and in the
words of Scottish poet, Robert Burns, “Will
ye no comeback again?”

Everyone loves to receive gifts.  During the
Christmas season, we celebrate the arrival
2,000 years ago of the most special gift of all –
God’s Son, Jesus Christ.  That “good
news of great joy” (Luke 2:10) is the
same message we seek to share with
children around the world through
our Operation Christmas Child
Project.

 This year millions of children
will experience Christmas joy when
they receive gift-filled shoe boxes. 
First United Methodist Church can play a
crucial role in touching young lives, first by
preparing shoe box gifts, and then by praying
for the boys and girls who will receive them.

Since 1993, when this program was
instituted, more than 61 million boys and girls
from over 120 countries have received these
boxes, and millions have come to faith in Jesus
Christ.  That’s what Operation Christmas

Child is all about.  A simple gift-filled box is a
tangible expression of the love of  God,
bringing hope and breaking down barriers to

share the Good News of the Savior
with all people.

The Missions, Peace and Justice
Committee has approved this
program as one of our new mission
projects.  Following Sunday worship,
information will be available in
Fellowship Hall about this program. 
Filled boxes may be dropped off any

Sunday in the Fellowship Hall with the final
Sunday being November 16th.  First United
Methodist Church, Pasadena will join
thousands of other churches in this
interdenominational project to help bring
smiles to children throughout the world.  Let’s
make the first year of this program at FUMC
a great beginning so that these children know
someone really cares.

Operation Christmas Child
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YOUth News

Come and hear
Ann Dougherty talk
about Habitat for
Humanity. She will
be telling us about
the different stages of
building being done
in Monrovia,
Glendale and
Pasadena.  Also about
a new recycling
facility called
“Restore” which
accepts new or gently
used building
materials and resells
them to the public to
earn money to
support their
projects.  Our
meeting is October
20th at 1:30 p.m. in
the Church Lounge.
All women are
invited to hear about
these exciting
projects.  Call Irene
Atkinson at (626)
795-2393 for further
information.

UMW
Hilltoppers

The 2008-2009 UMYF Leadership Team...
At youth group on Sunday, September

14th, the youth voted on their new officers!
Congratulations to Kayla Staats-President,
Jordan Tkocz-Vice President, Erica Ehrlich-
Missions Rep, Laura Lussier-Worship Rep, Lia
Lohr-Public Relations, Emily Verniere &
Arthur Lewis-Activities Reps, Sean Ehrlich-
Camping & Choir Tour Liaison, Jennifer Pino-
Senior High Rep, Taylor Altice-8th Grade Rep
and Michael Bowman-7th Grade Rep (Junior
High Reps), and Bryan In-Official Game
Master! With a strong Youth Leadership Team,
First UMYF looks forward to an official
affirmation of their leadership during our
upcoming Charge Conference.
And even more for the youth…

Sunday School:  Jr. High (taught by Hank
Lambert) & Sr. High (taught by Mama Sue
Clairday & Allison Mark) classes meet every
Sunday at 9:00 a.m.

Youth Handbell Choir (led by Megan
Goldstein) meets Sundays at 11:30 a.m.

Sounds of the Risen Son (Youth Choir led
by Cynthia Crass) meets Sundays at 5:30 p.m.
(unless notified otherwise).

Community Outreach:  If you are not in
Youth Choir, but would like to share your gifts
with local community and social service
agencies, meet Allison at 5:30 p.m. in the
church parking lot to help at Union Station
and various other community programs.

This year’s Harvest Festival is an all-
church celebration of handarts with
proceeds to benefit the church budget.
Thanks to all who have expressed interest
in and plan to bring crafts and baked goods
for sale.  We encourage donations of baked
goods as well as crafts.

For crafters:  You can drop crafts off in
the Harvest Festival room on the third floor
or bring them to Fellowship Hall late
afternoon on October 18th.  Please bring
your items priced and plan to take home
any items that remain.  If you can help with
set up, let Pam Marx know at
pamelamarx@sbcglobal.net or (323) 255-
3853.

For bakers:  Bring your items to the
Fellowship Hall on Sunday, October 19th.
     Youth will be sponsoring a fabulous
lunch on October 19th so plan to purchase
lunch and shop as we celebrate crafters and
bakers within our midst. Youth lunch
proceeds go to youth accounts and events.

Harvest Festival

Questers will meet on October 19th at 6:30
p.m. in the Church Lounge for a potluck.
Elaine Klock will speak on the propositions that
are on the November ballot.  Dick and Donna
Overton can be called by any interested parties
at (626) 793-2646.

November Ballot Propositions

YOUNG ADULT NEWS
What is a Young Adult? At FUMC, as

we grow in faith…and age…we are trying
to learn and help you find a fellowship group
that works best for you (and fills your needs
too!).

If you are a working professional, 25+,
single/married, children/no children, and
still consider yourself “young at heart” and
would like to meet with others over food
and fellowship, GENESIS would be the
place for you!  For more activities and details,
please contact coordinator, Jeff Ash, at
mailancholy@gmail.com

If you are a college-aged student, the
ALPHA OMEGA Fraternity is a fellowship
group geared towards 18-22/23 year olds.
As a co-ed “fraternity” of sorts, gathering

                                      continued on page 5
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Mark your
calendars for
“Grand Night
for Singing” on
November 7th,
8th and 9th.
Rehearsals are
underway at
12:30 p.m. on
Sundays.

Grand Night
for Theatre

We invite your participation in a couple
of wonderful musical events in October:

USC Choirs will present their Fall
Concert in our Sanctuary on Sunday
afternoon, October 19th, at 4:00 p.m.   The
Chamber Choir, under the direction of their
new conductor, Jo-Michael Scheibe, will sing
Benjamin Britten’s Hymn to St. Cecilia and
other challenging works.  The Concert Choir,
conducted by Magen Solomon, will present
the first half of the program.  This is a ticketed

A Very Musical October        by Stephen Gothold
      Director of Music Ministries

event  -  $15 at the door.   If you would like to
be an usher, admission is free!  Contact Steve
Gothold if interested.

For Reformation Sunday, October 26th,
at 10:00 a.m., the Chancel Choir, Sanctuary
Soloists, and orchestra will present George
Frederich Handel’s I Will Magnify the Lord,
one of the so-called Chandos anthems which
Handel originally composed for the Duke of
Chandos, and then reworked later for the King
George’s Chapel Royal.  Freewill offering will
be taken.

LOOK FOR:  A Miscellany of Books, Fall 2008 – Adult   by Ruth MacPherson
                                                           FUMC Librarian

One of our Library Committee, Jim Doyel,
has compiled a list of books we recommend
this fall.  Already this season is busy, but make
time for yourself to read.  Don’t neglect the
“literature vitamins” you are
going to need.  Some of these
super books have been read in
“Turn a New Page” with Dr.
Trotter, or other book groups so
you know they are special.  For
your convenience, look for our
library display of these books in
Fellowship Hall on Sundays
where you can check them out,
or you can come by the library.  Here are a few
of the books Jim Doyel recommends:

Of current events and interest is Greg
Mortenson’s and David Oliver Relin’s Three
Cups of Tea (92/MOR).  It was recently
returned with raving reviews by George and
Pat Mann who tell me that Greg Mortenson is
scheduled as a speaker in the Pasadena Speaker
Series.  Prisoners of Hope: The Story of Our
Captivity and Freedom in Afghanistan
(266.009/CUR) by Dayna Curry and Heather
Mercer as well as Khaled Hosseini’s A Thousand
Splendid Suns (FIC/HOS) are also from that
part of our world.

If you enjoy historical fiction from the 12th

and 13th centuries, we recommend The Name
of the Rose (FIC/ECO) by Umberto Eco, and
Brenda Rickman Vantrease’s The Illuminator
(FIC/VAN), a story during the time of Wycliff

and his forbidden Bible translation,
and how a widowed Lady Kathryn
managed to survive in the midst of
religious-political intrigue and
upheaval.

These books are stories from
the last two centuries poignantly
relating a clash of race and culture.
Bo Caldwell’s The Distant Land of
My Father (FIC/CAL) tells of her

relationship to her father and his ordeal in
Japanese-occupied Shanghai, and later when it
is part of Red China after World War II.  Aimee
E. Liu tells the story of Hope and Paul‘s defiance
of bigotry in Cloud Mountain (FIC/LIU).
Nelson Mandela’s Long Walk to Freedom (92/
MAN) will tell you more than what we
popularly know from current news media.  The
Unwanted : A Memoir of Childhood (973.04/
NGU) by Kien Nguyen is heart wrenching to
read but uplifting when he is finally able to rise
above past abuse and find a new life.

For more stories, come by our library, or
check out one of the books displayed during
Fellowship Hour on Sundays.
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October

BODY
LOTION

(especially travel
size bottles)

Sunday School

Big Red
Barrel
Donations

for

Dear Ladies,
I love the prayer quilt you made. It was one

of the most loving things anyone has ever done
for me. I just can’t thank you enough. I use it
every afternoon when I take my nap and think
of the love the quilt represents.

Love, Josie Knowles

Dear Sue and Members of Prayers and Squares,
Thank you so much for the beautiful prayer

quilt. I can not express enough how much it
meant to me to have it with me the last few
weeks. It brought me courage and comfort. I
am such a strong believer in prayer that as soon
as Sue gave it to me I knew everything was going
to be OK - no matter what. I just returned from
the doctors and he gave me the final pathology
report and there is no sign of malignancy. I truly
believe this is a direct result of everyone’s prayers.
The doctor knew immediately during surgery
that what he found was different than what he
had expected and that it was all going to be
good news. Your time and efforts in making
these quilts is truly appreciated. It is a very
powerful thing you pass on along with the bits
of material and thread. It is strength, courage,
comfort, hope and faith. Thank you again so
much. I will keep all of you in my prayers now
too.

Cheryl Pehl

Dear Pasadena First United Methodist
Church Congregation,

It is with deep gratitude that I write to
you to thank you for the beautiful prayer
quilt and for your healing prayers!

As I prepare for “surgery II,” I am
comforted by your thoughts and prayers and
the quilt will be a constant reminder of how
very lucky I am to receive your blessings.

Please accept this small token of my
sincere appreciation and in celebration of my
recovery of which you all have played a huge
part.

Returning blessings and love back to
each of you.

Gratefully,  Susan Shimamoto

FUMC Congregational Giving Report

2008 Budgeted Annual Contributions  $661,648
Anticipated Contributions as of 8/31/08                                                        $441,099
Actual Contributions as of 8/31/08                                                                $414,911
Actual Contributions Shortfall                                                                       $ 26,188

Frank’s Special Call
   (To cover Preschool Closing & Camp Sky Meadows revenue shortfall)
Special Pledge Total                                                                                        $ 78,271
Contributions Received as of 9/17/08                                                            $ 56,130

like-minded folks for fun events and
gatherings, we will be meeting in the Adult
Lounge on the second Fridays of each
month.  Let Allison Mark know if you are
interested!

And for those Young Professionals, ages
21 to 30, join the HOLY EATERS CLUB.
For many of you, getting together is always
more fun when there’s food!  Call or email
Allison for more details!

For more information on Young Adult
Ministries, contact Rev. Allison Mark at
amark@fumcpasadena.org or (510) 684-
8451.

Young Adult News      con’t from page 3

from Recipients of our Prayer Quilts
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Kids, Families,
Friends! There’s
something for
everyone at the...

After church on
Sunday, October
19th, come to
Fellowship Hall for a
great lunch made by
our youth and stop by
the Harvest Festival
sale. For kids, there
are dress-up
costumes, trick-or-
treat bags, and other
fun items. For
everyone there are
holiday decorations
and tasty treats. There
will be something for
everyone. Proceeds of
lunch go to youth
accounts. Proceeds
from craft and bake
sale go to the church
budget. So stop buy
and pick out a treat to
take home and help
us balance the church
budget.

       It’s still hot and summery, but before
you know it, the cool months approaching
Christmas will be upon us and with those
changes comes Advent Workshop 2008!
Sunday, December 7th, will be the date and
we’re planning a festive afternoon of United
Methodist fellowship as we prepare decorations
to celebrate the season.  If you, as an individual
or with a group, would like to host a craft
table or help in some other way, please contact
co-coordinators, Leslie Carpenter at
4sdcarp@earthlink.net or (818) 957-3781, or
Anne Johnston at atjohnston@altrionet.com
or (626) 303-4036.

Advent Workshop
    ...less than three months away!

Christian Sympathy

Shen Kang Lu
father of Tim Sun, passed into life eternal on

September 6, 2008, in Shanghai, China.

Miriam D. Garrett
passed into life eternal on September 24, 2008,

in Bangor, Maine.

Mary Ruth (Haynes) Lester
passed into life eternal on September 28, 2008.

She was an original member of Lamplighters here
at FUMC, and later became an active member of

Costa Mesa UMC.

Viola Dougherty
passed into life eternal on September 30, 2008.

A memorial service will be held on Saturday,
October 25th, at 10:00 a.m. in the Chapel.

3rd ANNUAL PATHFINDER HALLOWEEN
POTLUCK PARTY!

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 25TH - 6:00 PM
At the home of Barbara Gorton

6520 N. Vista Street
San Gabriel

Reservations to Barbara at
(626) 287-6028 or

h_bgorton456@sbcglobal.net
Costumes and pumpkin carving are

optional - BUT GREAT PRIZES AWAIT the
WINNER!

UMW EVENING CIRCLE
On Tuesday evening, October 21st, in the

Church Lounge, the UMW Evening Circle will
have the privilege of hearing Dr. Mikala Rahn
speak on the new venture she has begun as part
of Learning Works!.  A new charter high school
has been approved by the Pasadena Unified
School District which will be operated by
Learning Works!. The target population of this
charter school will be high school dropouts,
pregnant teens, and students who want to
return to school to obtain their high school
diplomas.  Please join us at 6:30 p.m. for dinner
($7.00), an interesting program and fellowship.
       Please RSVP to the Church Office, (626)
796-0157, before 10:00 a.m. on October 20th
or to Marilynne Kennedy at (626) 795-9556.
Come and bring a friend!  Free childcare is
available if you notify the Church Office.

An evening of fellowship with new
visitors to FUMC...

Each month Dr. Trotter invites recent
visitors to his home for dinner and fellowship
with the clergy staff.  Members of Evangelism
and Hospitality (and friends) assist in hosting
and with dinner preparations.  Last month,
we are grateful to Carol Schmidt and Andy
Schwiebert for hosting and preparing dinner
for 16 who gathered for this joyful evening
on September 30th.
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Save the Sunday!
If you are in

town on Veteran’s
Day weekend, the
Arts Committee and
Theatre Arts
Committee have a
couple of
opportunities for
your calendar.
Rodgers &
Hammerstein’s
Grand Night for
Singing with our
Green Street Players
intergenerational
group will be
performing in Great
Hall on Friday and
Saturday nights,
7:30 p.m., and for a
Sunday matinee at
12:45 p.m.  Please
bring cans of tuna
and peanut butter
for our Social
Services Ministry.
Bring a friend too!
    Also on Sunday
during Coffee Hour,
between church and
the matinee, the Arts
Committee,
coordinated by Lisa
Saint, will be
celebrating the
artwork of church
member, Argie
Taylor, in a show in
Fellowship Hall.
We’ll have a light
lunch offered on a
first-come, first-
served basis so plan
to stop by.

2008 has proven to be a year full of
surprises for us all.  The instability in the
financial markets has all of us wondering,
“Where will all this end?”  It seems every day
another financial institution or Wall Street
investment firm finds themselves being bailed
out by either another institution or the federal
government.  The bail outs themselves give
rise to many questions, not the least of which
is the propriety of such actions.  Shouldn’t
these fat cats be allowed to fail?  Wasn’t it
there own greed that got them into this mess
in the first place?

Whether you own equities,
have an individual retirement
account or 401K, or are
fortunate enough to be a
member in a government
retirement system, the current
crisis will affect you.  Our
church’s budget depends on
proceeds from funds under the
control of both our church’s
Trustees and the Pasadena
Methodist Foundation which
face the potential of reduced
income that would negatively
impact our church’s ability to
meet our pastoral obligations. We all have a
stake in this high stakes game whether we like
it or not.  The interconnectedness we have
with one another is clearly borne out by this
crisis.

During times of financial insecurity, it is
the natural inclination to want to shelter what
you have and hang on.  But it is interesting
that during times of extreme financial
insecurity, people act in a way that is
seemingly counter-intuitive.  Charitable
giving actually increases during these times!
Why is that?  Because people of faith
understand that what you worship is your god
and money is not something to be
worshipped.  If you worship God, and not

Stewardship Message by J.P. Harris
Stewardship Committee Co-Chair

money, times like these are survivable
because you know it is the kingdom of God
that will ultimately prevail.  By not only
continuing to give, but giving even more
generously demonstrates to our Lord your
commitment to Him and He will continue
to reciprocate by providing you with all that
you need.

Christians have a need to give as an act
of worship.  Surely, no one would stop
worshipping the Lord at a time like this.
In fact, there have probably been a few

battlefield conversions
replete with plenty of prayers
in the boardrooms of many
a bank over the past few
weeks!  It is at times like these
that we can take great
comfort in knowing that our
God’s munificence is not
dependent upon anything
other than our continued
worship and faith in His
divine desire to show his love
for us.

Steel is strengthened
with fire.  Challenges are not
something to be avoided, but

met with determination and commitment.
First Church has always risen to any
challenge and we are doing so now.  We are
actually slightly ahead in our pledges for the
year and the response to Dr. Trotter’s extra
appeal has been overwhelming.  I know
many of you will be taking an additional
step up in your proportional giving in 2009.

We make a living by what we get.  We
make a life by what we give.  You will find
the essence of stewardship in the simply
stated axiom that it is a Christian’s need to
give that motivates extravagant, even
sacrificial, generosity rather than the
church’s need to receive.
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Please remember persons on our prayer
list in your regular prayers...
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Weekly & Ongoing
FUMC Events
SUNDAYS

9:00am Sunday School
for all ages

10:00am Sunday Morning
Worship

11:30am Youth Handbell
Choir

5:30pm Youth Choir
Choir Room

6:45pm UMYF Dinner &
Program
Fellowship Hall

TUESDAYS
10:00am Social Services

Great Hall
7:00pm Boy Scout Tr. 27

Scout Room
7:30pm Adult Handbell

Rehearsal
Bell Room

7:30pm AA Meeting
Adult Lounge

WEDNESDAYS
10:00am FoundationOffice

open ‘til 6:00pm

7:00pm Young People’s
AA Meeting
Adult Lounge

7:30pm Adult Choir
Rehearsal
Choir Room
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FUMC Prayer List

We lift up to God these prayers
for healing...

Crystal Powers

Rev. Manick Samuel
Norm Schmidt
Mike Starkweather

Dan Strange
Kathy Summers
Mary Trotter

Elizabeth Wittry

for safety:  Doe Hain Jamall and her family

for the resolution of conflict:
for the people of Afghanistan, Darfur,
Georgia, Iraq, Kenya, Pakistan, Sudan,
Tibet, Zimbabwe, Israel and Gaza.
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Wayne Brubaker

Jessica Katz
Nakia Lassiter
Lois Lawson

Katie Longawa
Phil Lussier
Cane Mallory

Bronnie McNabb

F U M C   C A L E N D A R  o f  E V E N T S
10-12 Work Camp Camp Sky Meadows

10 12:30pm Aldersgate Fellowship Church Lounge
11 9:00am Reconciling Churches Workshop Off-site
12 11:30am Worship Committee Church Lounge

12:30pm Fall Play Rehearsal Great Hall
13 7:00pm Christian Believer Adult Lounge

7:00pm Jesus in the Gospels Church Lounge
14 Friendship Days Trip Oak Glen

9:30am Yarn Ministry Church Lounge
7:00pm Evangelism & Hospitality Church Lounge

15 6:30pm Staff-Parish Relations Committee Church Lounge
7:00pm Home Group/Elaine Enzminger Off-site

16 7:00pm Simply Christian Adult Study Church Lounge
7:00pm Finance Committee Oxford Room
7:15pm Home Group/John Evans Off-site

18 9:30am Prayer Quilt Ministry Church Lounge
11:00am Eagle Court of Honor Sanctuary

for Ben Clairday
19 11:30am Harvest Festival Fellowship Hall

11:45am Girl Scout Troop 529 Rooms 200 & 300
6:30pm Questers Church Lounge

20 1:30pm UMW Hilltoppers Church Lounge
7:00pm Christian Believer Adult Lounge
7:00pm Jesus in the Gospels Church Lounge
7:00pm Committee on Lay Leadership Conference Room

21 7:00pm Stewardship Committee Church Lounge
22 6:30pm Library Committee Library

7:00pm Missions, Peace and Justice Church Lounge
23 9:30am Yarn Ministry Church Lounge

7:00pm Simply Christian Adult Study Church Lounge
25 6:00pm New Member Welcome Dinner Off-site

OCTOBER




