














Questers

Questers will be
meeting for their
regular potluck
dinner in the
Church Lounge on
Sunday, January
18th at 6:30 p.m.
Cynthia and Dan
Dickerson will
present the
program on
“Training Guide
Dogs.” For further
information, or if
you wish to join us,
please call Donna
and Dick Overton
at (626) 793-2646.
Everyone is
welcome!
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Light from the Catacombs

_ by Pat Mann, FUMC Archivist

[ 894 Christmas Day

We would have worshipped in the Tabernacle. Pictured are

our Tabernacle Quartet and some of our church members.

A Christmas Greeting

All hail, members and friends of First Methodist Episcopal Church! Christmas, birthday
of hope and of joy, is here. Your pastor wishes for you all the happiness that Jesus came to
bring. Blessings on the fathers and the mothers. Blessings on the children, big and little, the
romping boys and the light-hearted girls, the shy little tots and the unconscious babies. Blessings
on the grandfathers and the grandmothers, to whose hearts the Savior came long ago. Blessings
on the servants who shall cook the Christmas dinners. Blessings on the Epworth Leaguers and
our Sunday School scholars. Blessings on the young convert and ripe saint. Blessings on the
sick, and the stranger within our gates. To all I extend a cheery voice of “God be with you.”
“On earth peace, good will toward men.” May you all be able to say at this joyous season, “My
soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God, my Savior.” Let us offer
unstinted praise to our precious Redeemer, not only during this Christmas-tide, but ever.

“O, wake our hearts, in gladness sing!
And hail each one the new-born King.
Till living song from loving souls
Like sound of mighty waters rolls.”

We shall make Christmas day a day of spiritual festival. At 10 a.m. the Christmas Love
Feast, in which the Rev. C.H. Yatman will participate, will be held. What a glorious service
that will be. At 7:30 p.m. preaching by Mr. Yatman, and good Christmas music. This will be
a Jubilee service.

Fraternally yours,

Clark Crawford



Stewardship Message

This past Sunday, Lay Liturgist Freddy
Ortiz shared with the congregation a story that
I think bears repeating. Many of us in the
congregation were moved by the message of
sacrificial giving and how acts of kindness
surround us if we care to look for them.
Giving, as Freddy pointed out,
is an act of faith. His offertory
went like this:

On November 9, the Boy
Scouts of Troop 27 were
collecting non-perishable food
in front of a Von’s supermarket.
The collection was on behalf of
Friends in Deed, a food bank
here in Pasadena. A woman
approached Freddy and
inquired as to what items the
food bank was most in need, and he replied
by providing her with a list. The woman then
went into the store.

A short time later, the same woman
approached Freddy again, this time pushing a
shopping cart filled with bags of groceries.
When she stopped and removed a single
shopping bag from the cart, Freddy
approached and began to take the bag from
her, but she objected. She told Freddy, “No,
this bag is for me. The cart is for you.”

Somewhat embarrassed, Freddy told the
woman, “You only needed to buy one item.”

FOOD
COLLECTION

by J.P. Harris
Stewardship Committee Co-Chair

The woman stated, “I know, but I believe
in what you are doing and it is worth it.”
She then took her solitary bag and walked
away, leaving the completely full shopping
cart for those in need.

Freddy than told our church family how
he viewed what had occurred
and how it applies to each of
us. He stated, “I want to
think that what we have to
offer makes a difference in
this world. But more than
that, we believe in the One
who is behind our giving. We
may not see the effect of what
we give, of what we do for
Christ. But still, we believe,
trusting in the One who is
faithful, whose “new mercies” we often can
only see by faith, day by day. I invite you,
my sister and brothers in Christ, to give now
as an act of faith.”

Giving is an act of faith. We give not
because the church needs our gifts, but
because of our own inherent need to give.
We do so as a demonstration to God of how
much we appreciate and recognize that all
we have has been given to us by God.

As we light the fourth advent candle this
Sunday, may the peace of the Lord be with
each of you.

Good Deeds by Troop 27

Boy Scout Troop 27 volunteered twice in
November to help the Ecumenical Council of
Pasadena Area Churches (ECPAC) with its
missions to the poor.

On November 15th, in a project led by
Eagle Scout Danny Hain, almost the entire
troop turned out to solicit food donations from
the shoppers at Vons Grocery. At the end of
the day, they delivered the food to the food
pantry at ECPAC’s Friends in Deed House.

The food, which filled two pickup trucks,
was valued at between $2500 and $3000.

On November 23rd, ten of the scouts,
again led by Danny Hain, helped serve a sit-
down dinner to about 300 persons attending
ECPAC’s Annual Bad Weather Shelter
Fundraiser.

Troop 27 is sponsored by the United
Methodist Men of FUMC and meets weekly
in the Scout Room at the church.

Camp Sk
Mealcjlowz

Are you moving?
Cleaning your
garage? Downsizing
your workshop or
garage clutter?
Donate any good
useable building
materials to Camp
Sky Meadows.
Examples of useable
items include
plywood, 2’x4’and
2’x6’; handtools and
motor tools; nails
and screws; electrical
supplies such as wire,
connectors, duplex
receptacles; plumbing
supplies; paint
supplies such as
brushes and rollers.
We will come to you
to pick up your
donations. Please
contact Gerry Poulin
either by cell at (323)
387-0342 or email at
gerrypoulin@sbeglobal.net
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Weekly & Ongoing | FUMC Prayer List
FUMC Events Please remember persons on our prayer
SUNDAYS list in your regular prayers...
DECEM B E R‘JAN UARY S ?:fgﬁ’;gszg"o' We lift up to God these prayers
FUMC CALENDAR of EVENTS 10:00am \SXL/lndzy Morning for healing...
11:30 v Orsh Illj dbell ‘Wayne Brubaker Janet Oderkirk

19  7:00pm Carol Sing Chapel -2vam Cc;:)ti . anabe Rev. Catie Coots David Pierce

20  9:30am  Prayer Quilt Ministry Church Lounge 5:30pm  Youth Choir Patrice Daniels Crystal Powers

21 8:30am SS ’Pancake Breakfast Fellowship Hall Clhsiir e Gary Dunlap Lee Rahn

10:00am  Children’s Pageant Sanctuary 6:45pm  UMYF Dinner & | Soledad Joco Hazel Rice
I 1:30am GlrI'Sc.out Tr9op 529 Church Lounge Program' John Kearney Rev. Manick Samuel
22 7:00pm  Christian Believer Adult Lounge Fellowship Hall .
. Dave Kennedy Norm Schmidt
7:00pm  Jesus in the Gospels Church Lounge . . . .
24 5:00 . ; . TUESDAYS Phil Lussier Madeline Schneider
:00pm  Christmas Eve Family Service Sanctuary R0 Skl Sandiezs .
10:30pm  Prelude with Organ & Handbells ~ Sanctuary Great Hall EUgen:C Martin Kathy Summers
I1:00pm  Candlelight Lessons and Carols  Sanctuary 7:00pm  Boy Scout Tr. 27 Bronnie McNabb Jan Wentz

25 Christmas Day Church Office is closed. Scout Room John Moran Elizabeth Wittry

10:00am  Christmas Day Service Chapel 7:30pm  Adult Handbell Susan Nelson Rev. Michael Yoshii

29 7:00pm  Christian Believer Adult Lounge Rehearsal )
7:00pm  Jesus in the Gospels Church Lounge Bell Room Jor c.omfort: Jose Casillas, Sarah Orr and

101 New Year’s Day Church Office is closed. 7:30pm Qﬁ ’I\:‘ie““g family

04 11:45am  Girl Scout Troop 529 Rooms 200 & 300 RIS for the just resolution of conflict:

05 7:00pm  Christian Believer Adult Lounge WEDNESDAYS for the people of Afghanistan, Congo,
7:00pm  Jesus in the Gospels Church Lounge 10:00am  FoundationOffice Darfur, Georgia, Iraq, Kenya, Pakistan,
7:00pm  Arts Committee Fellowship Hall open ‘til 6:00pm | Sudan, Tibet, Zimbabwe, Isracl and Gaza

7:00pm  Young People’s
AA Meeting
Adult Lounge \
7:30pm  Adult Choir
Rehearsal /e
Choir Room
\ J
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